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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY ffum
[ GENERAL WILLIAM HART HOUSE HABS No. CT-366
Location: 350 Main Street, 0ld Saybrook, Middlesex County, Connecticut.
House and grounds occupy approximately one acre.
Prassent Ownaers Uld Saybrook Historical Sociaty
Pragsnt Occupant: 0ld Saybrook Historical Socisty,
Prasant lsas Heesdquarters of the 0ld Saybrook Historicel Society. Tha Society
will avantually maks it inteo an hietoric house mussum, The
Historicel Secisty is aleo providing haadquarters for the
Town's Bicentennial Committee during the Amsrican Ravelution
Bicentannial Ere,
Statemant of One of 0ld Saybrook's most important structures, the Gan, William
Significances Hart housa ie a fine axampls of 18th century Connecticut architactura,

Ite most impprtant owner, Gon, Williem Hart was a mambar of o

rich, educated and influantial femily. He wes an adult during

the richest peried in Saybrook's history and was an important
participant in Ravolutionary and post-~Revolutionary eventa from™
1776 to 1817, The house dosa heve sufficient srchitectural

merit to maka it important. Ite otrategic location nsar tha cantar
of town on Main Stroet lends a fesling of permanence to the area
because it mainteine the best of Saybrook's architectural heritage,

@:iaT 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATIONS
A+ Physical History:

1. Date of erections C, 1750, Local tradition hae previously dated tha house
as 1767, but resaarch in connection with this report and ths opinions of two
architectural hietorians who heva visited the housa indicate an esrlier date,
It wss purchesad by William Hart in 1771 from Jamee Clarke Jr, who seame to
have inheritad it in 1766 from his fether who in turn may have inherited
the property from his father aftear 1753, The data of 1750 muet be coneidersed
approximeta, '

2+ Architesct: nons known
3o Originel and Subssquent ownarag

The Gen., William Hart house is located at what is now designated as 350
Mein Street in 0ld Saybrook, Tha etreet wase laid out in the 17th century
and has had verious name dasignetions through the years, Tha house ie on
the easat side of ths street beside the prssent dey Congregational Church
and acroes tha strest from a previous church building, The following town
racords ora referancss to this property: .

1753 will, November 9, 1753, Guilford Probete Records, Volume 7,
: page 236, The will of Samuel Clarke leaving his various propsrty
. : including dwelling house, old barn, new barn, and blacksmith
shop to hie wife and sons including lemee, The land ie not
clearly specified, but is in the First Socisty in Saybrook which
ia propar for thie house,

.1766 ~ Probate Invantory, Decamber 2, 1766, Guilford Probate records,
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Volums 9, page 357, The Inventory of Jemes Clarke 5r, includss

propsrty, dwelling house, etc. in Seybrock which we sssume to he
this houee, At thie time the record stetes that hie son Jemss,
Ire (baptised in 1747) is to be allowed in court, although etill
s minor,

(To dete, no cleerar record of land transfer has been found,
Howevar, no other desds to sither James Clarke Jr, or Sr.
have bean found., The Clark/Clarke Gensology indicates that
these were tha only Clerkes by the name of Jemss living in
Saybrook at the appropriate times. Sufficient blographical
detaile of them end their families are available to indicate
that the above assumptions are probebly correct,)

Oeed, April 11, 1771, Saybrook Land Reoorde, Volume 8, page 245,
James Clarke of Saybrook sold to Mr., Um, Hart, Jre. far 95 poundse,
in the First Parish, not far from the meating house about 5 ecres
bounded weeterly by the town street, Northerly on the lend of

Or, Samuel Field, Easterly on the Creek end ditch and a few rods
of old fence dividing the premises from tha homestead of Capt,
Joseph Buckingham and South on tha homesteed of Cept, Semuel -
Shipmen with dwelling house thereon stending.

Probate of will, October, 1817, Saybrook Probete Records, Volume
8, page 382, Williem Haert leaves this property to his sone
Richard Willjam Hert with righte faor Williem's new wife to live
in the dwelling if she is widoweds

Deed, July 11, 1821, Saybrook Land Recordse, Volume 20, pege 333,
The property and house are sold by Richard William Hart to Lucy
Hart, William's widow,

Deed, January 3, 1829, Saybroock Land Records, Volume 22, page
543, Mateon and Lucy Smith (General Hart's widow Lucy was by
thie time married to Gen. Matson Smith) sall the property to
Richerd L, UWoode

Deed, January 17, 1837, Saybrook Land Records, Volume 25,

page 459, Richard £, Pratt, administrator of the eetats of
Richard L, Wood who died at sea intastate, sells the proparty
to Anne Chelker for $2600,35. Anne Chalker wae the mother of
Richerd uood's wife, Nancy and after his death the property was
subject to the widow's dower rights,

'Quit Claim Desd, November 27, 1854, Dld Saybrook Land Records,

Volume 2, page 7. After Anna Chalker's death the property was
inherited by her grandchildran, William and Maria Hart B8errian,
gichard Wood and William Wood quit claimad their portion of the
property to Hetty and Nency UWood, children of Richard Woode

Quit Claim Deed, April 8, 1882, Dld Saybrook Land Records, _
Volume 5, page 486, Nancy WUood deeded her half of the property
to Hetty uWoods. ' -

Dietribution of eetate | 1894, Dld Saybrook Land Records,
Volume 10, page 5. The property is left in tha will of Hatty '
8. lood to her nephew (eorge 8errian ]
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1923 Warrentae Deed, Octo. 23, 1923, 0ld Saybrook land records,
Volume 23, paga 146, Sala from Louise Berrian to Ford Walker.

1930 judgonant, Saptembar 12, 1930, 0Old Saybroeck Land Recorde, Volume
33, page 28, Tha property is tranefarred from Ford Walker te
Miriam Welker,

1941 Dead, May 1, 1941, 0ld Saybrook Land Records, Volume 43, page
248, Sale from Miriem Walkar to Henry da Wolf deMauriac,

1954 Certificete of Devise, 0ld Seybrook Land Records, VYolume _
Page e JUne 17, 1954, Under the will of Henry de Wolf deMauriec,
the property goes to hie wife Marion

1972 Warrantee Deed, November ¥, 1972, 0ld Saybrook Lend Records,
Voluma 152, page 317, from the Eatets of Marien W. deMauriac to
Firet Church of Christ Congregationel, :

1974 Deed, February 8, 1974, 0ld Saybrook Lend Records, Volume 162,
page 82 from First Church of Christ Congregational to 0id ~
Saybrook Historical Society, Sele includee the house and about
one acre for § 78,000,

Originel plans, construction etc.: No plane exiet of which we ere eware.
The mein house and the kitchen ell appear to be two different structuras
Joinad togethar after each hed been built, Both structures sre in many
weye typical of other 1Bth century structuree in Connecticut, 0ld Saybrook
hae an sbundance of architecturelly significant housee of thie period meking
it obvious that the community had many talentad buildere, jeiners and other
creftaman, One feature of the mein housa which ie not typical of moet

of Connecticut ie the structure of the chimneye with fireplacas acroee the
corners of the roome, Thia type of firaplace ie found in the Graenwich
ereg in Connecticut, but otherwise is found more frequantly outside of

New England and in the mid-Atlantic region. The inclusion of the crose
corner firaplaces in this houee might indicate the sophistication of tha
cwner or perhapa the axistenca of a master builder daring enough to be
differsnt,s To date, we have not discovered the nams of any architect who
actuelly precticed in Saybrook.

Alterations and 2dditione:

Thia structure is actually two houses, neither of which has been radically
changed, but at some time they were braought together to creete one house,

The clapboards which were originally the exterior est wall of the main housa
are now clearly visible within the cellasr stairway whare the smell houee

or present ell was brought up to join the larger main housa, 1In the
basament, the chimney foundation of the smaller building is brick and nawar
than the chimneys in the mein housae This leads us to believa thet tha

ell wae moved up to tha main house. Local heareey agrees, but no recordes

hava been found to prove it.

In eddition to the smaller house or present kitchaen ell théra is anaother L=
shaped eddition on the back of the house wnich is unheated and wae probably

" used as a laundry, etudio, potting shed, stc. The date of thie addition

has not bgen verified but most of the work appaara to be lata 1Sth antury
or 2arly 20th cantury,
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The large verandsh on the south end weet sides was added by Mr, Barrian
after he inherited the houss in 1894, He also added ths dormer windows
on the third floor, cast side 8o we csn eseums that he did tha interior
work on the third floor, Other obvious modern edditions are plumbing,
centrsl heating end electricity,

Much original work ramaine on the interior. The attic haa been Finished
off, howavar, and made into roome, including a bethroom with plumbing,
electricity, heering end the dormer windowe mentionad above, The front
door with leaded glase, the paculier small piece of stucco work ovar it
are modern sdditions but thay do ehow in a photogtsph of 1914, The ons
bay entrence porch ie probebly not origimel to tha house, but we cennst
date ite addition.

Other modern edditions include French dacrs in three firet floer roame, and
the butler'e pentry which has cabinets with gleee doore. The windows on
the ceat well of the large room across the back room of the main houes

are now & over & panes which ares differant from the other windowes in the
house, One erchitaectural hietorian has suggested that thie lasrge room was
ariginally twe rooms sincs thers is soma avidence of e previous wall,

Thie may heve been a drawing room, an unusually extravagant fasture far

@ house of this era in New England, Howevaer, the Harte were very rich and
well=travalled people end ths drawing room would have been eppropriate 8
their way of life in the late 18th century,

The house was ueed for a baarding school during the 19th century so soms
changee must have been mads at that time, Changee in interior details
such ae woodwork and trim will be deacribed under architectural detaila
room by roome The 0ld Saybrook Historical Society is now in the procees
of restoring the houese for their own headquertere and museum 3o thet we
can assume that some of the more recant changee will be undons in order
to restore the house properly te an earlier date,

The size af the lot has not chengad grestly until just recently when ths
house wae sold to the Historical Society with epproximetely one acre of
lend, Until that time it had been ebout five acree and earliar deede
mention barns and other outbuildings, Thera is e large depr=zesion in
the lawn at tha reser aof tha hauee which is probably where one barn stoode
We know that ti:ere muet have baan @ water supply and the 1914 Colonial
Damea?! raeport statee that there existed at that time an unopened wells

A small piece of the land was sold to the Congregational Church by Mre,
Chalker in 1839 on which the cengregation built the present church

Historical Context:

Wwilliam Hart was the son of Rev, William Hart, pastor of the 0ld Saybrook
Congregational Church. During ths paetorship of Rav, Hart membership in the church

wae limited to estsblished Christian leadere in the community. Therefore

weelth and prastige went with memberehip. The ministers were usually waalthy

and considerably more powerful in the community then after "the Grsat Awakening”.
evangelized and democratized the church in the community. Reverand Hert

ramained an "0ld Light™ or consarvative who favored limiting church membership
end maintaining the establishad church state politicel order, Thers is no
record of his eldest son’e sducation or serly life but tha fact that William

Hert Jr., the sldeet of hie sight children bascems a lsading Republican
politicien in e federalist state is interesting.
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Peychological hietoriane could eearch for evidence of strident rsbellion in
william Hert Je's youth to explain his liberaliem, There are meny poseibls
sxplanations including the simplest being that he edmired the idess of the
French Revolutiom, Thare ia the vsry real poeeibility that his sxperience in
the Revelution ea a Mejor commanding the First Regiment of Light Horse particularly
at Osanbury during Gansral Tryon's reid in April, 1777 made e desp impreeeion
on his thinking processee. ™0ld Lights" end esteblishsd mercantils intereste
whe were to becoms the Federalists must have had mors aympethy with the British
during the Ravolution than thoee who were to become the Republicans. Major
William Hert could well have had reason to hate the British and all that thay
stood for aftsr his experiences in the war, Parhaps the rassan for his
Republicanism was thet it made zenee to him,

William Hert Jr.'a politicel efforts were peraietently againat the Federsliat
majority, Hie record indicates an ambitious feith in the ultimate succeas of
the Aepublicans in the nation'e political systeme The Colonisl Records of
Connacticut reveel an sxtensive listing of political activity, He is a
Representative to the state legislature from Seybrook in 1783, In May of
1790 he wee a member of a three man committee appointed by the lsgislature to
study the preservation of fish in the Connecticut River. In October of 1792 _
the legielature eppointsd Hert Major Gsnerel of the Second Division of militia
for the stete. In October Oof 1796 Williem Hart wes sppointed an elsctor fox
Praesident, In May of 1799 William Hert waa a member of the lagisletive committse
concerning itself with establishing schoola in Conmnscticut. In 1803 Hert ran
for two politicel positions and lost to Federalists, In May he ran for the
U.5, Congress ageipat Simeon Beldwine In Octoher he ran for Lt. Govsrnor against
John Treadwell. Aleo in May of this year of defeats for Hert he lost hia
legieletive sest to the Fsderaliat Richard €ly,

That same yser Hert wes visited by Aaron Burr, the well known Republicen
Vice Prasident under Jsffsrson whose conflict with the Fadsraliet Alexender
Hemilton endad in the duel of 1B04, Prior to 1803 the Federalists in Connecticut
became concarned sbout the seeming growth of Republicanism and they attempted to
control this by making the slectivs process more orderly. One attempt manifestsd
in the "Stand Up™ law of 1801, Burr visited Joseph Wilcox 2a well es Hart in
18033 the two Connecticut men hed bsen outspoken opponents of the "Stand Up"
law whaen it waa passsd, Maybe Burr had some strategy to combat the seeming
succeas aof the Federaliste in controlling ths slectoral process, The "Stand
Up® Law reguirad local freamsn in slections to physically indicets their votes
by hand or by standing. Obviocuely some freemsn would fear revealing their
Rspublicen opinions when ministers, bankers, and smployere or associates of
employers wsre looking on, Also the alective procssa wae put under the cantrol
of Federalist justices and assistants who were in chargs of counting the votss,
federalists contendsd that the law saved timej} Republicans claimed that the
Federaliets controlled the electoral proceaa, After this diffsrence of opinion
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. became public, the Republicens adopted extension of suffrege es one of their
important platforms, This apperently wee no help to Williem Hert in 1803,

william Hart, Jr. wee o merchant and investor ae wsell es & politician.
Hie most notable land investment wae in the Weatern Reserve. Since the originel
colonies were deeded with no ¢lesar western boundaries, all of the statee were
required to convey their western lands to the federel government after the
revolution, This very simply solved developing land querrels betwgen the
stetes, However, thas states begged and won ressrvee in the waet with which
they could pay their milities land bounties ieeued during the Revelution,
Connecticut reserved about three million ecres of land along the south ehore
of Leka trie which bascame known ee the Weetern Rossrve, Uhen the stete of
Connecticut eold the Reserve to the Connecticut Lend Company for monay to be
ueed to run e public schaol syetem in the state, Williem Hert invested
$30,462 in the compeny, This wee a substentisel inveetment for thet time,
Whether he reelized windfall profits or any profits at all is not now known,
but there could well have been more to the investment than the deeire for
profit, The success of the Reserve would help epresd Jeffersonian Republicanism
because the new settlerswould probably be farmers, Farmere in the West almoet
eluaye caonflicted with the establishment merchents and benkers of the faet =
who fovored the preveiling eociel structure, This meant Federalists who wanted
the political esteblishment to support en aristocrecy and e power elita.
Idelistically the Jeffersoniens justified the westwerd expension es e means
to contributing toward the perfactebility of man, Mare peaple closs tao the
goil would lead to the perfection of more maen in the syee of the Jeffersonians,
Gensrally though, the more expansion the more Republicans, William Hert could
well have seen the lYestern Reeerve ae en outlet for his etymied Republican
ambitions in Connacticut,

At tha deeth of William Hart the house passed to his only son Richerd
Hert, Richard sold it to his stepmother Lucy who was by then remarried to
Generel Matson Smith, In 1829 the Smiths sold it to Capt. Richard ucoed who
died at sge in 1831, The ownership wee then divided between his widow and hie
mother-in-law, finne Chelker, Anne Chalker sold some of the land ta the
Congregational Church in 18393 the new church wes built there in 1840, The
house passed to the Yopde' children and ultimately to their deughter Hetty
who became the sole owner. Hetty Wood and Nancy Wood ran a boarding school
for girls in the house for a while during the 19th century, Hetty woad left
the property to Geprge Berrien, her sister's son, The other ownare were
Ford and Miriam Yelker, Henry delolf deMeuriac, and the Congregation Church.
The 0ld Saybrook Historical Society now owns it,
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. PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statiement:

a.

b.

Architectural character: The main section of this 18th century
house is of particular architectural interest because of its

fine interior details. Tt is also of interest because of the
chimney and fireplace arrangement and some other features which
are more common to areas further south than New England. The house
and its setting are an important part of 0ld Saybrook's village

area which Includes a number of other 18th and 19th century houses.

Having been the home of General William Hart, a Saybrook native,
makes it historically significant to the community and to the

state,

Condition of fabric: Excellent.

B. Description of Exterior:

1.

Ze

3.

Qverall dimensionss The main house is about 42% ft, wide by 31 ft.

deap. The kitchen ell is about 17% ft. wide by 23 ft. deep with e G ft.
pantry extending about 7 ft, to tha South, #An 1l ft, wide unhaeted, one=
story room extands from the kitchen 25% ft, to tha €ast, Another ad joina
this forming an ell epproximately 26% ft. wide by 12 ft, deep. In this
study we will refer to these two rooms es the beck ell, A ona story ell
approximately 14 ft, wide by 1ll% ft. deep projects on tha north side of the
houas where the main house is joinad to the kitchen ells, The main house

ia 2% stories high with e fivs bay facade on the street., The kitchen ell is
two storiea high and the other additions are one story,.

Foundationes The mein house has a low foundation of cut, dreseed grenite
with & wooden watertabla projecting above it, The foundation of the

kitchan ell is composed of slightly larger grenite blocks. lUndar the

first section of the back ell the foundation is of stone but of more random
aizes and lass carefully laid, The back section of the back all rests on
astone lege with no real Foundation, There ie a wooden bulkhead door leading
to the basement undesr the east side of the kitchen ell,

Wallss The front and sides of the main house are covered with beaded
clepboards of verying widthe which give the visual ippression of geometric
perfaction, To the viswer at streset lsvel all clapboards appasar to be of
equal width althought those at the top are wider. The clapboards on

the back of the main house have plain sdges. In fact, the entire rear
wall including the windows appear to be a replacement, 0On tha gouth side
the stones of the chimney show at the first floor level, Wwide corner
boards form pilasters at the coerners,

The kitchen ell is covered with plain edged clapboards except under the
porch roof on tha south side of the ell whsre wide vertical beeded boards
form the siding. The first section of the back ell is covered with
varticel boards about 10" wide. The second section of this ell is covered
with narroyer vartical boards, The entire house is now painted white

with dark green louvered shutters,
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Structurel gyestem: The main house and the kitchen all are braced frams,
post and heam, all wood., The standard post, joist, etg. arrangement ise
usede The back ell ie also of wood with lighter construction,

Paorches: There is 2 one bay entrance porch on the west side. The gable
roof projecte over the top one of three brounstone eteps. Pilasters frame
the door. Qoric columns on swkward board pedestals support the roof which
is trimmed with dentils,

A large "verandah™, built in the 1890'%s is on the south and caet aidee of
the main house and continues under the roof of the kitchen ell, Thie

porch is one story high with a wood painted floor made of narrow boards

on the Souyth side and 10" wide boarde on the east and undar the kitchen ell
roof. A handrail supported by turned balusters follows the outsida edga

of the porche The shed type roof is supported by posts chamfered to imitate
columns, Stone steps give access to the porch in two places: by the
southweet room and the kitchen sll door,

There is a hoad on brackets ovar tha door to the first section of the
back Bllo

Chimneys: Two interior end chimneys of brick with corbeled cepe projact
through the pesak of the roof on the main house. One brick chimney projects
through the sast end of the peak of the kitchan ell roof.

Openingss

a. Ooorways and doors: The door which is now at the mainm entranmce to the
hougse is not original, The two upper panals have been replaced by leaded
glage, On the south side a french door connects sach room to the porch.
Another french door leads from the northeast chamber to the outside. On
the West side there is a Dutch Qoor with wide vertical beeded boards on its
exterior, It has extra large wrought iron HL hinges with some leether
washers remaining, There is a large keyhole latch on the top half of
the door and there is no trim around the opening.

The kitchen ell is entered from its south porch and the exterior of

the door is made from two wide vertical beaded boards., Two openinge have
been cut in the top half of the door to accommodate glass panes. The
door is held in place by two strap hinges on which some leather washers
remain,

The first section of the bpack ell has more modern watten doors con the
north and socuth sides, The second section has a Dutch door on the west side

©. Windows: The windows on the west, Socuth and nirth sides of the main house
are all doubls hung sash with 12 cver 12 lights, PMany of the panes are

greenish in color and quite wavy, There are five bays on the front and
two bays on the sides. On the back of the house most of the windowe have
six over six panse and are all later additions, A numoer of windows

have a metal hook on the outside of the frame with which the lowsr sesh .
can be held open,

In the kitchen ell the windows are double hung sash with 8 over 8 lights :s.
the south side, 12 over 12 on the rorth side, 6 over & lights on _ e
the east side first floor and 8 over 8 lights on the caet side sacond

floor, In the back ell the windows are of varioue shapes and sizes,-

mostly salvage,
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8. Roof:

a.

Shape, covering: The main house has a gable roof with steep pitch
and three gabled dormers on the east side with shingle siding. The

kitchen ell has a rather steep symmetrical gambrel roof. The north

ell has a flat roof. The back ell has a gable roof with low pitch
and hip at the corner where the two sections meet. ALL roofs are
now covered with tar paper and wood shingles can be seen under it
on the main h ouse and the kitchen ell.

Cornice: On the main house there is a molded main cornice which

also follows the line of the roof gable. This same molding on the
cornice returns forms the capitals of the corner pilasters. A smaller
cornice follows the roof line at the back of the kitchen ell but

it looks more modern or as though it may have been added during some
alteration.

Ce Cescription of Interior:

1, Floaor Plans:

a.

First floor: The main house has a central stair hall entered thraugh

ths west facade. The staira aecend from ¥est to gest. To the left and right
of the hall are parlors of nearly equsl sizs, At the €ast snd of ths hall is

a largs room extsnding across the rsar twa thirds of the main house. It
measures 15'3" deap by 27'8" wide. At the north end of this room is the librar:
which is 14'10" wide by 13'9" wide., Through the north wall of the library is
access to ths one story Narth ell which is 11'3%" desp by 13'8" wide. The
kitchen ell is entered thraugh a door in the gast wall of ths main houss. It
containe one largs room about 17' by 18' (now partitioned to creats a butler's -
pantry) and a S'8" by 11'3" pantry projecting at the Southsast corner of the
room. An enclossd stairway runs from north ta South at the Yest snd of the
roome A door thraugh the ecast wall sntsrs the first ssction of the back

ell which is 25'5" desp by 10'8" wids. Fram the east wall of this section

is an entrancs into the second ssction of the back ell which is 26'4"™ wids by
118" deep.

Sscond floors The main house has four carner chambsrs of approximatsly equal
siza, There is_a center stair hall above ths ons on ths first floor.

At the hsad of the stairs, thers is a very marrow passageway and an approximate.
18' squars bathrooms To ths north of the bathroom is anothsr small hallway
with doors tao the attic stairway and ths second floor af ths kitchen s=ll.

Thers is ons roam on the second floor of the kitchen ell with closets built
under the gambrel on the gouth side,

Third floor: This Floor nas besn divided inta fivs small rooms and a
bathroom with the rear dormers giving additiomal light, The roof
canstruction is not visible,
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2. Stairwsyss An open, single flight steirwey on the south wall 'of the

. entrance hell sscends from West to 2ast up to the sacend floor. Ffanalled
wainscot elong tha stair wall achcee the remp of the hand rail. There
are thirteen steps with moulded nosing snd open atring trimmed with
simple breckets. Thres turned belustars per step suppert a hendrail
which esases into the turned newsll., There is a photogrsph of the
stairway facing page 180 of The farly Domgstic Architacture of Connscticut
by J. Frederick Kelly.

The stairway from the second floor to the attic sscande from €ast to

west end is entsred through e doorwsy near the door to the kitchen ell.

It is perallel to, but not over the msin steirs., An enclosed stairwsy
rung from north to south in the kitchen all and connscts the first floor
to the second, Oirectly under it is the rough stairway into the basomant,

3. Flooringt Moet of tha flooring is mads of wide boerde ranging in widthe
te mora then 15", probebly pine. Tha boerde in the attic floor and in other
places ara hand planed. Roee heeded snd square headed nsils hold them in
place, Most ara now finiehed with vernieh, some grey ®nd brown paint ‘from
earlier time remains inside closets. Some marks indicating earlier
uvee of carpeting also remeins, In the attic some very sarly strew matting
remeina, Linoleum covers ths kitchen floor and s new floor of nerrcw hargdwood
hae bean lsid in the library, The north ell hes flooring of 6-8% wide
buards, A line in the flooring hera corrssponding te an exterior verticsl
boerd indicatas whare thiz ell was enlargad at aome time,

b, yall and cailing finishg Most of the wells ara now coverad with modern
. wallpaper but the old plastsr remaine undernesth, Plaster wss mede at en
sarly date in Sayorook dus to the abundanca of shells aleng the sesshore,
Most of the ceilings also have vsry early or original plaster which is
etill in very good condition.

2+ Openings:

a. Windows: The placemant end pene arrangsment hes bsen noted in the description
of the exterior. Many panse with greenish or wevy glaes remain throughout
the houss indicating that much of the sash is old. Thare are fiva windows
in the main house which ere undoubtedly ariginal: The south window in the
sgcond floor southeast room, the porth window in tha second floor portheast
room, thes two windows at the north end of the attic and ths window in the
southsast attic roome On all of theee windowe the muntins are noticeebly
wider and flattar and the sash ia narrower.

Most of the windows in the house heve architrave trim of the 1Bth century
typas On most of the windows where plain trim is used, it is obviously
repgalr or replacement.

P. Doore and doorwaye: Tha house contains e wids variesty of old panselled doors,
all mortisa—-and-tenon construction and hald together with woodan pege. "
Noteworthy ones are mentioned in deeeriptions of individual rooms., The
number of panels varies, some have had panels replaced by glass and some
ara not {n their originsl places, A faw doors are modern replacsments which

. ' ere oasily identified by the sharpness of the millwork and lack of hsavy

layera of paint. Most of tha doorways have architrave trim similar to
that used around the windows, seen elsawhera in Saybrook and along the East
Coest in 18th century housea. '
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6. Decorative features and trim (room by'room):
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Entesnce hall on the firet floor: The stsirwey which is the main
feature of the room is described above. The moulded cornics aurrounds
the room and tha stairwell, where pendants drop from each corner.
There ia a panelled wainacot on all walls and moulded panelling also
fills the triangular epace benseth the etairs, All the woodwork is
painted white and under the white can bsen sean paint which imitatas
oek greining and under that is e derk gray-greem which wee probably
the aoriginal color. Ths entrance door is old, but not original and
has had leaded gless pansls sdded in the top half. Although there are
large strap hinges, older largser pintlee still exist on the door freme
which must have been used for anothar door, The door to the northweet
parlor is mortiss and tenon conetruction, 6 panels in 3 tieras.

One of the most intereeting festures is the Dutch door at the cest end
of the hell directly oppoeite the entrance deoor, There ars threse
vertical moulded panels on each half and it is finished on both eides,
Here we cen elso sse the vak graining and green paint. It hee HL hingee
which appear to be original and a largs keyhole latch with brasa handle
on the top hslf, _
Northwest room on the first floor: {Most of the woodwork, panelling

and finish hare is modern but well dons. The corner cupboard, except
its doors, is old and an earlier report on tha houee states that it

was moved hete from a back rooms The fireplace gose ecross the Northsast
corner and the hearth extende bsyond ths fireplacs,

Southwest room an the first floor: The window on the South side was
replaced by & fFrench door in the 1890's., The firsplace goee across tha
southeest cornsr and is surrounded by salvage penelling, and a large
rether awkward dentil cours (eelvags of a type which can also be seen in
another houss in Saybrook and is perhaps the ramaine of a more ancient
structure here in town) under the cornice, There is 2 mantel shelf
supported by pilaeters which ara not origimal to the houss but may have
been added before the salvage panelling. Corner posts cased with
beaded boarde are in three corners and there is a remnent of wesinscot
bsside the French door. In this aams spot and also by the door to

tha back room thers is a remnant of a chair rail. The skirting board
with basa mould on top is probably a late 18th century addition,

Soythsast room on first floor: Many changes have been made in this
room during the years but the original featuree which remein are
sufficient to warrant further researchs DObviously not orieinal are the

French doors, swinging door to the kitchen, archwsy to the Northwest
room, glass doors to the library and 6 over 6 windows on the east wall.
There is a corner cupboard with four butterfly shelvea in the southeest
corner, This is an antique pisece although the doors are not original
and it is not original to this room. There are two singls pansl

doors on the lowsr half and the sidee are trimmed with fluted pilasters
with flute stops, The fireplece with rectangular opening across the
southwest corner is surrounded by antique panselling over which a

more modarn mantel has been added. Here again is the oak graining

and dark green paint, A moulded cornice tops tha fireplace wall

and the north Wall, The plain baseboard has s simple beeded top.
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The pileaters are the moet interesting decorative elements in the room
and they have lad to much spscuiation as to the originsl size and:
composition of the room, Thars are two on the north wsll and onas

on the Borth aide of tha rear exit which are exactly alike: nine
flutes, moulded pedestel and cepitel, painted with oak graining and
green paint underneeth, The fourth pilaster which is on the south
side of the rear exit has tan flutes and more modern moulding and
eppeare to be en ettampt to copy the other threes, Thera ia some
evidence that there waa another eaat/weat wall dividing this room
creating a withdrewing room or another hell similar to the entrenca
hell, uWhile such an errangement wae mors typicel of the mid-Atlantic
or South, it might have been created by Gensral William Hart and would
heve been suited to the mode of life of this rich and well=travellaed
men who wea in reguler contect with many of his pawerful coentemporeriee.

The Outch door to the entrence heall is deecribed abovs and it ie echoed
by another Dutch door which mekes the reer exit. This door has five
panele in two tiars on the top helf end three penela in the bottom half,
There is one door knob and three bolts, The exterior of this door ie
made of wide vertical boards held in place by clinched neila,

The Northeast ‘room: Modern bookshelves line the south and east walle,
Tha window on the north side haa been replaced by French doors and the
doorway into the small nerth ell which is a bathroom. The most intereeting
feature here is the fireplace acroea the northwest corner. The
rectangular opening is surroundaed by tilee depicting Assopa fables,
Heersay is that thay aras original to the house but some disagreement
indicates that anelyesis by an expert would be worthwhile. & bolection
moylding outside the tiles is probably original, The panalling on the
fireplece wall is certainly salvage and one architectural historian has
wuggested that it was recently crsated from shutters with the piece of
panelling on the bDorth wall baeing an old door., Large salvage dentila
top the paneiling and a strip of Victorian reeding outlines the sides.

A projecting mantel shelf has aleo baen added.

Kitchens Modernization in this room hae lseft many interssting featuree.
A large fireplace on the east wall has a ractangular opening and an oven
beeide it, The oven hae a very fine cest iron door (though not originel
to tha housa) with a design and the letters AAF & NCW & Co. on it. The
fireplace wee probably larger at one time and the stone hearth extends
across tha fireaplace and the oven area, There is a3 simple mantel shelf
end emell remnants of panalling in the room indicate that more of it
mignt be revealed in reetoration. The pantry off the kitchen has wide
verticel beaded boarding indicating ite 18th century construction.

ARemnanta of verticel board weinscot are in the passage to the back ell
and at the faot of the stairs,

Hall on second floor: Tha balusters and handrail on tha mein stairway
continua around the open well, The first floor cornice is also

repeeted here ae well aes the oak graining and grean paint. The baseboard
ia plain with 2 beaded tap, The ceiling is coveraed with old plaster

and there is no evidence of the front plake which doas show in the

other rooms on this floaor,



he

ie

Je

Ke

GENERAL WILLIAM HART HOUSE
HABS No. (T-366 {page 13

Seuthwest room on second floort The ceiling here is a few inches
higher than in the hesll end scroes the front
of the room the front plate cen be ssan

cesed in beaded boarda, In the front of
the room ere flared cornerpostse cased in [] [] [:]
beaded boards and the eimple bssebosrd

hag a besded tops The firaplace with eurved

opaning gosea across the southeast cornar, [:::::]
It is surroundad by bolection moulding
and original panslling in design ae shoun,

A mantel which was once added over ths
panelling hae bsen removeds The closet
is a 20th century addition,

All woodwork ie approximataly the

Northwest room on sscond floors L__J e 1 pope |
same ae that in the southweet '
room except for the daeign
of the firaplace panelling
acroge the noptheast corner {:L_

which is as shown hsrag

Northeest room on sscond floor:

Thie room has the same cesed .

bgama and cornsr posta and similar

waodwork to the two previously -
described rooms, An original window

remeins on the north wall ae deecribad “J
above under Windows, Soms sarly

alteratione have been made in the room

but it is interesting to nots that

lgather washsre resmeins on both the e —

trim and the door ssctions of the HL
hinges on ths door to the back passagse
Panalling on the fireplace across the
Dorthusst corner ie as showns

Southaast room on second floor:Tha woodwork

the other upstairs roomse The 6 over
6 window on the east wall is not original,

but the window on the south wall is one i 7';‘ E:
of ths original windows described above "’-\]

and trim is basically similar to that in UD

under windowe, The fireplace is acrose the [1 D
Southweset corner and panelling psttern i _

is as shown st right, The door to the bathroom
has leather washers on btoth parts of the

hinges indicating that this was originally
protably an entrance to the room from a hall.

An interesting, but not original Norfolk latch

is on this door. Under the paint on the fireplace
paneling is a dark red-brown color which one
authority believes to be the evidence of early

red paint made with tung oil which penetrated deeply
into the wood.
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l, Room above the kitchen ell: This is a very simple room, the
cased besms, wide flcor boerde certainly being original. The
free standing chimney without a fireplece goe® up through the
cast end of the room,

Me Beaecmant: The stone foundations for the walla and mein house
chimneys are all visible in the basement. A newer brick

foundation supports the all chimney. Many original beams remain, some

atill covered with berk, The reacotration now being carried on by
the Historical Sociaty includes work in tha basamant,

Hardwaret Thae entire houes contains a remarkable collection of early
hardwars with notable examplee mentioned below in individual rooms,
Inciuded are meny atyles of thumb letches, box locke, keyhole locke,
etrap hinges, HL hingee, window hooks, bolts and an oven door, Leather
washere on many of thes hinges indicate that they are still in their

a. Heating: There are eight fireplaces in the main house, all going .-
across the corners of rooms. One fireplace with an oven is on the
east wall of the kitchen ell. All have brick backs and most of the
hearths are stone. Paneling is described below under individual

General Setting and orientation:; The house occupies a gite at what is
now designated 350 Main Street. It is also Connecticut State Route 15k4.
The house is set back about 20 feet from the sidewalk and the lot

is basically level except for a large depression at the rear. The lot
nov includes about one acre, approximately a rectangle with "good taste"
boundaries. A privet hedge borders the sidewalk and most of the rest of
the lot is now lawn. Some gardens have been started and a complete

Plan for landscaping has been developed and will be carried out by the
Historical Society. A driveway now goes from Main Street to the back ell

0l1d records tell us that barns and other outbuildings have existed on the
property in the past. Through most of its life, the building has had a
lot of five or more acres, so some of the outbuildings must have been
away from the present one acre lot. However, there remains a large
depression at the easgt (rear) of the house with stone foundation around
it, which was probably the site of cone of the barns. At present, there

is no well, but at least one does exist in the vicinity of the house.

Te
original positions,
8. Mechanical equipment:
rooms.
Site: .
1.
on the north side of the property.
PART TIT. SOURCES OF INFORMATION
A

Early Views: A number of old photographs exist in the communify and
in the files of the 01d Saybrook Eistorical Society, 350 Main Street,
0ld saybrook, Connecticut.
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Maps:
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and published by Richard Clark, Philadelphia, 1853.

Middlesex County, Connecticut from surveys under direction of H.F.
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